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The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor
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A long time ago, in the city of Baghdad, there lived a poor man

called Hindbad, a porter by trade. The day was hot and his load (,
was heavy, so he sat down to rest for a while.
Soon, he became aware of the sound of music and the delicious f
smell of food wafting out of the grand house in front of him.
Hindbad was filled with envy. “Wow!” he exclaimed loudly, “what
has the owner of this house done to deserve such riches?”
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The owner of this house was none other than
Sindbad the Sailor, the famous voyager who had
sailed around the world.

He heard Hindbad’s complaint through an open
window, and he asked a servant to bring himin. .
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Hindbad entered a magnificent hall where Sindbad was

entertaining guests. “Come in, my friend. Sit by me, and have
something to eat.”
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After their meal, Sindbad said, “As for your question, let me tell you,
and my friends here, the story of my voyages, and then you can be the
judge of what I deserve.”
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I was a young man, began Sindbad, when I first set out with other

merchants to trade among the islands of the eastern seas. One day,
after some weeks of rough weather, we saw

a small island, which we thought would

give us a chance to have a meal on
dry land for a change.
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So We rowed across and climbed up onto the green mound to prepare
our food. As we lit a fire, the mound — to our utter horror — began to
shake and tremble beneath us!
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It was not an island at all, but the
back of a fearful sea monster!
My friends jumped up in terror,
tumbled down to the boat,
rowed frantically back to the
ship, and sailed away with all
at full speed.




Slosl § goles xloa¥l Jaws G O1 ] ool yahay ldis guog S5
3l Bl Ju1 LT s 5latl Dlgb Eus3las BT T . ased

I was left clinging to the monster’s back until it tossed me into the
waves and dived down into the depths of the ocean. I fought for
my life all that the entire day and through the night.
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I managed to hold on to a piece of driftwood, which kept me from
drowning, continued Sindbad, but by the next morning, I was
exhausted. However, a huge wave threw me upon an island, which
saved my life. It was a real island this time, and there I found, God be
praised, some food and water.
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Feeling a little better, I looked around. I thought that the place
was deserted — until I saw a man leading a pair of horses. He told
me that he was a groom stableman of the island’s ruler. “Come,”
he said, “we shall ride to the palace.”

I was glad relieved by of his friendliness and happy for my chance
to recover after my dreadful ordeal.
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At his great palace, the maharaja received me with
kindness. I told him my story of the sea monster
and of how I had lost my fortune when our
ship sailed off with all my goods. “Never
mind,” he said, “we shall look after you,

and you may stay with us for as long

as you like.”
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That is how I came to spend several months on the island in the good
company of its welcoming people.

The city had a fine harbour, and I spent much time talking to sailors
who had arrived from distant lands. I was hoping for news from
home, as I had begun to feel homesick.
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One day, a new ship arrived in the harbour. And I instantly
recognized it as the vessel that had abandoned me to my fate on the
monster’s back! When its cargo was unloaded, it included my own
parcels with my name clearly written on them!

20



by ESIb Gl Jze) BY b dsilly Gl diedad) 06 28V gl Gams 531 Clbas
isbay J1 51 (Gled) g sdes il 1oy Lodis V] Biay
It took me some a while to convince the captain, who thought that

I had perished, that I was indeed Sindbad. It was only when his

sailors recognized me and rejoiced at my survival that he too accepted
my word and returned my goods to me.
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I was now able to repay the maharaja for all his kindness to me with some
gifts. Then I set off at last on my homeward journey home.
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We stopped at several ports, where I managed to trade

|
:' my goods so well that I returned home richer than
5 “L\ when I left, much to the joy of my family.
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When Sindbad finished his story, he gave Hindbad a purse of gold and
ivited him and his other friends to return the following day.

Il LI AA8) 2aud Jie Bade Oy dsigill b Lugll el s e sbuia O

Hindbad was delighted with this unexpected gift and could hardly wait
to hear the next story.
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