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You were on our mind. Yes, you. We know you would
like to travel the world and immerse yourself in art as
you meet the artists and learn their stories. We know
that leaving the comfort of your home is not an option
sometimes - maybe you are busy with work or taking
care of loved ones. This art book includes what you
need to start as an artist. We made this for you. We
hope you feel inspired enough to start painting as
you may be the artist the world has been waiting for.
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The Beginning

Seven Circles was founded in March 2016 by Dina Saoudi
and Abdul Majeed Shoman as a consulting agency that
works on building a kinder world through its philanthropic
arm, Seven’s World (SW).

Adopting an ecosystem approach, we developed
the Empowering Through (ET) model, which drives
representatives from all stakeholders to work together to
empower individuals economically and socially.

The first validation of the ET model was Empowering
Women through Cooking (EWC) - Jordan, a Middle
Eastern cookbook that shares the stories and recipes
of 54 women with diverse ethnic and socio-economic
backgrounds living in Jordan. Part of the proceeds of
EWC - Jordan goes to Feeding All, a Seven’s World cause
that proudly supports the UN World Food Program and
Tkiyet Um Ali.

Following the positive feedback from EWC - Jordan, we
wanted to replicate the model in a different vertical. As a
team that is passionate about art, and after finding a gap
in the market for art books by people who live in Jordan,
we chose to work on a book that features female painters
and provide the know-how necessary to succeed as a
painter in Jordan.

With EWC - Jordan, we worked to feed people and
then provided them with the necessary know-hows to
feed themselves. In this book, and with guidance from
one of the contributors of EWC- Jordan, Laila Baker of
the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), we wish to shed light
on the most common human rights violation globally—
Gender Based Violence (GBV). Today, 1in 3 women are
experiencing GBV'; be it physical, sexual, psychological, or
economic. We sought the two most active organizations
working for social justice in Jordan. We contacted the
UNFPA and the Jordan River Foundation, who helped

1 World Health Organisation, 2013
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us understand how deeply both organizations require
all of us to work with them on meeting the needs
of their beneficiaries. We are honored to have One
Justice System—a Seven’s World cause—support both
organizations in Jordan.

Title

We wanted a title that celebrates women. We wanted
to have paintings and stories from women of different
national, religious, and socio-economic backgrounds,
as well as struggles and talents—all living in Jordan. We
called our second project ‘Empowering Women through
Painting - Jordan (EWP - Jordan)’.

Canvas

We asked our friends who work in the industry in Jordan
for their guidance. They include Readers, a prominent
bookshop chain; Samir & Ghassan, an art supplier; and the
Ministry of Culture, a governmental body that supports art
and culture. Our initial idea was solidified with Hind Joucka
of artmejo and Barbara Rowell of Jacaranda Images.

Sketch

In November 2017, a project coordinator was assigned.
Bana Hammad started reaching out to all stakeholders
necessary to assure the success and empowerment of
female painters in Jordan. Zainab Aga and Sumaya Al
Souqgi were later assigned to help with completing the
project and handle last-minute additions. We connected
with galleries, art platforms, relevant social media
accounts, and art experts, such as Suha Lallas and Nadia
Haddad of Wadi Finan, Dr. Khaled Khreis and Bana
Fanous of the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts, and
Nahla Tabbaa of Daftar Asfar, all of whom provided us
with a comprehensive list of potential artists. Alongside
conventional art, we wanted to include the growing street
art scene. Dina Toukan and Leen Haddad of Amman
Street Art connected us with their network.
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During this process, we insured the inclusion of women
of diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds
across the country. Ni‘'mat Al Nasser of Beit Najm Eddin
connected us with artists outside of Amman. We want
this book to reflect the contemporary art scene of
women who live in all parts of Jordan.

Paint

To ensure a fair selection of artists, we asked a jury of
experts to review all submitted artworks anonymously.
The works were evaluated solely on merit, without
including the name or background of the artist. The jury
consisted of Ammar Khammash, a renowned Jordanian
architect and artist, Barbara Rowell, founder of Jacaranda
Images, Bilal Hammad, a renowned Jordanian architect,
and Meisa Batayneh Maani, member of the board of the
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts.

Dry

After finalizing the list of artists, artworks were
professionally photographed by Linda Khoury, and
stories were edited and translated by the book publisher.
EWP - Jordan is a Jordanian product, published by Jabal
Amman Publishers, and printed by National Press.

Frame

The project is a full circle solution. It serves as a
comprehensive guide for art in the country. In
addition to sharing artworks and stories, it also
includes an academic section about contemporary
art in Jordan by HRH Princess Wijdan Al Hashemi; a
Business section about scaling your business as an
artist by Suha Lallas and Hind Joucka, which covers
economic empowerment; and an Art & Therapy
section covering social empowerment - discussing the
role of art in mental health and healing by Shireen Yaish
and Dr. Helen Fisher. The sections also include relevant
success stories such as Dina Dabbas Rifai, who left the

16 EWP - Jordan

corporate world and followed her passion to become
an art dealer; Dima Jweihan, who sought painting as
therapy after the passing of her husband; and Marian
Loukasha who lost her young daughter to cancer and
now conducts art therapy workshops with young cancer
patients and their mothers.

Empowering Women

We are proud to announce that the project’'s impact by
connecting artists with stakeholders has been evident
even before the official launch. Some artists have
already been exposed to galleries and held exhibitions,
and others have scheduled exhibitions for next year.
This project is a second validation of our measurable
and scalable model, Empowering Through, that works
with stakeholders (civil society, public sector, private
sector, academia, impact funds and aid agencies) on
empowering individuals economically and socially.

Our World

They say that if you work hard enough you will live your
biggest dream. While our biggest dream of having a
kinder world is not yet our reality, we are honored to
have experts inform us that what we have is a model
that can be replicated.

Today, Empowering Through is being implemented in
more than ten countries. We are very humbled to have
developed a model to empower people globally. Thank
you for working with us on empowering women socially
and economically.

Bymwwwmmamdl

EWP - Jordan team
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Abir Tabbara Tukan

Jordanian Lebanese

@ Abir Tabbara Tukan

My father’s sudden death in 2001 from an explosion
left me shaken to the core. He gave me unconditional
love and education—not limited to learning a skill, but
also enlightening. This sort of education gave me the
power to make my own decisions, stand up for my
rights, and become economically empowered, which
is something | instill in my 13-year-old daughter today.
I work primarily with oil. World politics and social
issues all dictate subjects of my work, sometimes
choosing to document or encapsulate them rather
than comment on them. | started exhibiting my work
in late 2015 and since then have exhibited in 12 shows
in UAE, Italy, and the US. In 2016, | was shortlisted for
the 4th edition of the International Emerging Artist
Award (IEAA).

Little Refugee Girl

Oil and Gold Leaf on Canvas
60 x 60 x 4 cm

2017

Out of smoke and dust emerges a little girl, warmly
dressed in a pink sweater to ward off the cold of a
refugee camp. Her head in a three-quarter pose, she
returns the viewer’s gaze. She sits motionless between
political allegories; her presence is nonetheless palpable.
How can something so small make itself heard?
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Aileen Abdo

Palestinian Jordanian

My decision to study art was a choice that was guided
by the intense need to express myself and tell a story. |
chose to be an artist and an art educator so | can pursue
my art career, in addition to nurturing young talents as
much as | was supported at their age. My parents—who
were born and lived in Palestine—fostered my connection
to my roots, and raised me with the essentiality to keep
my feet rooted and my aspirations free and unleashed. In
a way, my father was my first art critic. | lost my father to
cancer during my last year of high school, but as a child,
he was never reluctant to give his feedback whenever |
showed him my art pieces. He was always precise with
his remarks. | believe that his creative side was passed on
to me unintentionally, as he always had it in him to create
things that are functional and aesthetically pleasing.
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Untitled

Acrylic on Linen Fabric
30 x 70 cm

2014

My sense of belonging and the sentimentality
towards the built heritage in Amman is reflected in
this painting. Feelings of security, stability, nostalgia,
and loss have always been the focus of both my
portraiture and landscape.
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Alaa Baghdadi

Jordanian from Amman

alaabaghdadi_art

@ Alaa Baghdadi

After a back injury in 2016 that left me with a broken
vertebra and bedridden for two months, my world
changed. | was overwhelmed with intense emotions and
constant pain. A day felt like a week and a week felt
like a year. A metallic brace wrapped my upper body,
confining my mobility. My physical and mental health
slowly shattered day by day. But the moment | decided
to accept reality was the moment | started to regain my
strength. Looking back, | now acknowledge the lessons
| have learned. Challenges are sent to us to teach us
strength. Be thankful for those who stay by your side. Be
kind to your body and invest in your physical wellbeing.
Appreciate time and never take a moment for granted.
Always remember that whatever you’'re going through,
other people are facing greater challenges. Accept what
you face and believe that every challenge is a lesson and
every lesson is another step of personal growth.

cralady Ul
Uloc (ro ayia)l

6390¢ UlY68 58 jguus o] Wil dla] groka Gbal gof 1 ple 58
5 Gaadl el sio (e 630 ybljell danb giialsg Jybol
289985 Gl splnil) sawn o Gelell tjall goai diiso
Jala=y Logy ey audillg aunll gian Gl gl dds sl
Gl il @anl)l s g2blg Jgud Loud cufd il danlll culag
L9 132 658U U8 el gl cuptai Lo |3l9 15138 6 sl L s
4L (5 6§80l simo Lioled) L wliaill Juiy latelsd gl
99 rollulg Wy 16850 (38 webiils Ul yetn ol elilgl
s535 0loluroll (o alan] &l Cuins Ug (gl 38 il eliolluy
amalgi b Yla lomo s Wl (goalgy sl Wlio G LSl
S9las 9o yuya U4 Glg s 9 323 J5 (U Golg amalgs Lo Jidl

Goilldla) 50 gl

i

3 ?% Time Heals casuiy Gbgll
£ z Yo Digital Collage Godj aVgs gals
: 3 ?‘ta 100 x 80 cm i A x|
ig a8 g E 3 58 2018 rAIA
3§ 33 g ¢ find
§§ E-EE gé i %EE:F “When you can't control what's happening, challenge  §iaj gle sl wiany Lo e opbayuull &g U Loaic"
- ..a 5; Egg g E%% :: ijzl:\::flﬁe?r _c$;t;oBlu3;c;uhra response; that's where your " %3q, Lo &o Loy Gglail ol qg_]}_lajl @\Q . LLMQJ

ii Esﬂgf g BEpST : g 5l - *.e1338 (rohd elin
gehs PRIREAR f3rc g

BEscEd

26 EWP - Jordan Artworks & Artists 27






"We made this for you. We
hope you feel inspired to
start painting as you may be
the artist the world has been
waiting for.”

EWP - Jordan Team

Empowering Women through Painting -
Jordan is a project that includes the stories
and paintings of 88 women who live in
Jordan and come from different national
backgrounds, religions, socio-economic
levels, struggles and talents.

This project is a validation that civil society,
public sector, private sector, academia,
impact funds, and aid agencies can (and
must) work together on empowering
women socially and economically while
giving back to the community.

Part of the proceeds go to

T ONE JUSTICE SYSTEM

One Justice System proudly supports the
UNFPA and Jordan River Foundation.
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